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Attachment to Privacy Act Release Form

| bought land on the south branch of the Potomac River about 25 yr ago and moved to the Green Spring
area 10 yr ago. Since coming to the vicinity, | have been concerned about the status and impact of the
Koppers Site on the environment, particularly the Potomac River. | am a chemist retired from the US
EPA and Dept of Energy with approximately 30 yr experience working across environmental projects
around the country from Love Canal (EPA) to the Hanford and Fernald sites(DOE).

Over many years wandering the local neighborhood, I've noted extreme phenolic odors and other
preservative/toxic materials. As a result, | and others in the area are concerned about environmental
investigations and the apparent lack of public participation with the remediation and environmental
status of the Koppers facility. Hampshire County generally, particularly Green Spring, is not affluent.
Koppers in my 25 years in the area has been the only significant employer and the only one, excluding
Healthcare, that actually pays a living wage. Prior to closure activities at Koppers, actions threatening
our challenged economy would not have been received well. Information on types, location, and
severity of contaminants was not available to Regulators. Ground water, soil, and structural sampling
avoided areas of potential concern.

During the same time frame the US EPA has attempted to maintain and improve Potomac River quality.
This effort has caused problems for agricultural operations and local homeowners well beyond any
environmental benefits. In this activity the “contaminant of concern” is sediment. This can be a
significant Chesapeake Bay problem. However the concern is sediment levels. Sediment calculations
are not high confidence measurements. As described in public meetings, they appear to be
independent research projects conducted by multiple research centers with no basis for comparability
or confidence. As an environmental scientist it appears indefensible that both State and Federal
regulators did not adequately solicit public input on either the technical viability or operations of the
project. Apparently, the EPA is forcing states to take action based on questionable endpoints for one
study but walking away from toxic materials, e.g. chlorinated phenols and petroleum mixtures, known
to be adjacent to the Potomac at the Koppers site.

My basic issues are the decision, status, and progress of remediation actions at the Koppers site on
Railroad Street, Green Spring, WV, 26722. For approximately 100yr, this site treated railroad materials
with generations of toxic preservatives on 98 acres adjacent to the Potomac River. Investigations here
began in the early 1960s. During the initial investigations and later in the 1980s, Koppers was both vital
to the community and unknown to regulators. Neither is currently true and historical information on
previous practices and conditions is now available. Current remediation activities, e.g. multiple
unsuccessful clean up actions over approximately 6 months, suggest the area and amounts of
contamination were not accurately or adequately identified. Depending upon the contractual details,
the owner will cease funding ineffective action, or the contractor won't work free. Both situations result
in significant contamination left immediately adjacent to the Potomac River. Last fall | tried to
identify/contact responsible regulators with WV and at the US EPA Region 4 Office. | was told actions
were finalized and the authority to sign off lies with the US EPA, Region 4.












